34 PRINCIPLES BEHIND CBC

Community-Based Conservation (CBC) or as it has also been known, Community-Based Natural Resource
Management (CBNRM) is a people-centred approach that integrates the conservation of natural resources with
efforts to overcome poverty, hunger, and disease in rural communities.” It is built on the understanding that local
communities, who often directly depend on these resources for their livelihoods, are the best stewards of their
environment when given appropriate rights, responsibilities, and incentives.’

In essence, CBC recognizes that the long-term health of natural resources is intricately linked to the well-being of
the communities that live with and depend on them, making them vital partners in conservation efforts

Key Principles of CBC:

Empowerment and Devolution: A central tenet of CBC is the decentralization of power and decision-making
authority over natural resources from central governments to local communities.? This includes granting
communities legal rights and secure tenure over their land and resources.*

Local Knowledge and Participation: CBC emphasizes the importance of incorporating indigenous and local
knowledge, skills, and traditional practices in natural resource management.’ It promotes active and meaningful
participation of community members in all stages of planning, implementation, and monitoring.

Shared Benefits and Incentives: For CBC to be successful, communities must receive tangible economic and
social benefits from the sustainable management of their resources.® This creates a direct incentive for
conservation, as the community has a vested interest in the long-term health of the resources.’

Holistic Approach: CBC recognizes the interconnectedness of human well-being and ecosystem health.? It aims to
address both environmental conservation and socio-economic goals, such as poverty reduction, improved
livelihoods, and rural development.’

Institutional Strengthening: It involves building strong local organizations and governance structures that can
effectively manage resources, resolve conflicts, and ensure equitable distribution of benefits.™

Adaptive Management: CBC acknowledges that natural systems and social contexts are dynamic. It encourages
flexible and adaptive management strategies that can respond to changing circumstances and lessons learned.
Collaboration and Partnerships: Successful CBC often involves multi-stakeholder collaboration, bringing together
communities, government agencies, NGOs, and the private sector to share responsibilities and resources.™

Why CBC is Important? :

Sustainability: By engaging local communities who have a direct stake in the resources, CBC can lead to more
sustainable and effective conservation outcomes compared to top-down approaches."

Poverty Reduction: It provides opportunities for income generation, diversified livelihoods, and improved social
services for communities that often depend heavily on natural resources.

Empowerment and Governance: CBC strengthens local institutions, promotes democratic decision-making, and
empowers marginalized groups, including women, to take on leadership roles.”

Conflict Resolution: By establishing clear rules and shared responsibilities, CBC can help manage conflicts over
natural resource use."

Resilience to Climate Change: Healthy ecosystems, managed sustainably by local communities, are often more
resilient to the impacts of climate change.



